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SUBJECT: CHANGE OF SPANISH AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER OREJA IN SAN 
SEBASTIAN AUGUST 30 CONCERNING VARIOUS SUBJECTS (SEPTELS) 
HE TOLD ME THAT DECISION HAD NOW BEEN MADE TO SEND A NEW 
AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON. CHANGES WERE ALSO TO BE 
MADE AT FOUR OR FIVE OTHER MAJOR EMBASSIES. KING 

AND PRIME MINISTER HAD GIVEN HIM AUTHORITY TO SELECT 
THE PERSONS HE THOUGHT BEST FIT FOR THE JOBS. OREJA 
COMMENTED TO ME THAT IN HIS RECENT FOREIGN TRAVELS 
HE HAD BEEN STRUCK BY THE VERY UNEVEN PERFORMANCES 
IN THE SPANISH EMBASSIES AND HE WAS DETERMINED TO 
TRY TO UPGRADE SPANISH REPRESENTATION. 

2. REGARDING WASHINGTON, OREJA RECALLED THAT DURING 
A BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH ME IN SAN SEBASTIAN 
AUGUST 28 HE HAD INDICATED THAT HE HAD EXPECTED TO GIVE 
ME A NOTE AUGUST 30 REQUESTING AGREMENT FOR NUNO 
AGUIRRE DE CARCER, NOW DIRECTOR GENERAL OF EUROPE 
AND ATLANTIC AFFAIRS IN MINISTRY, AS AMBASSADOR TO 

US. HOWEVER, THE QUESTION HAD NOT BEEN FULLY 
SETTLED. HE SAID THAT FRANKLY HE WAS STRUGGLING TO 
DECIDE WHETHER ROVIRA OR AGUIRRE DE CARCER WAS THE 
BETTER MAN FOR WASHINGTON. ONE ASPECT OF THE 
PROBLEM RELATED TO FILLING THE NOW- VACANT POST OF 
AMBASSADOR IN BRUSSELS. WHILE BRUSSELS IN ITSELF 
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HAVE A FIRST-CLASS MAN THERE WHO UNDERSTOOD 
POLITICAL-MILITARY RELATIONSHIPS, WHO ENJOYED 
THE CONFIDENCE OF THE SPANISH MILITARY AND THUS 
WHO COULD MAINTAIN CLOSE WORKING CONTACTS WITH 
NATO AND WITH SACEUR HEADQUARTERS. THE KING, 

PRIME MINISTER AND HE ATTACHED THE GREATEST 
IMPORTANCE TO CREATING A BETTER CLIMATE NOT ONLY 
IN SPANISH-NATO RELATIONSHIPS BUT ALSO IN THE 
ATTITUDE OF THE SPANISH ARMY TOWARD NATO. 

3. IT WAS ALSO VITAL. OREJA SAID, TO HAVE THE 

BEST MAN POSSIBLE IN WASHINGTON AND THEREFORE HE 
WANTED TO BE SURE ABOUT WHETHER IT WHOULD BE 
ROVIRA OR AGUIRRE DE CARCER. HE EXPECTED TO 
DISCUSS THE MATTER WITHIN THE NEXT 24 HOURS WITH 
THE PRIME MINISTER AND HOPED TO BE BACK IN TOUCH 
WITH ME BY SEPTEMBER 1. 

4. FINALLY, OREJA EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT ONCE 
THE AGREMENT WAS REQUESTED, WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
RESPOND IN TIME FOR THE NEW AMBASSADOR TO BE IN 
WASHINGTON BEFORE HE (OREJA) CAME THERE FOR 
OCTOBER 1 MEETING OF US-SPANISH COUNCIL. I TOLD 
HIM THAT I WAS SURE WE WOULD DO OUR BEST TO MEET 
HIS TIMETABLE, EVEN THOUGH PRESENTATION OF 
CREDENTIALS MIGHT NOT BE POSSIBLE BEFORE THAT DATE. 
STABLER 
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